Clinical features and differential diagnosis of diverticular disease.
Colonic diverticulosis occurs in the majority of Western populations with age, but only a small proportion of people experience symptoms. Diverticular disease usually presents with either haemorrhage or diverticulitis. A quarter of patients with diverticulitis will develop complications including perforation, fistulation, obstruction or stricture. This chapter deals with the natural history, risk factors, clinical features and differential diagnoses of symptomatic diverticular disease.